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To Peter
I am so thankful for the twenty-one years
I was blessed to walk this journey with you.
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Introduction

M aster storyteller and veterinarian James Herriot relates a
conversation with one of the farmers he served in a re-
mote area of the Yorkshire Dales. The farmer was accustomed
to walking with long even strides through his fields or along
country roads without being jostled and pushed by other peo-
ple. On one occasion, after a trip to the city, he complained
to Herriot that he found it difficult to walk. “There were that
many people about,” he explained. “I "ad to take big steps and
little ’uns, then big steps and little 'uns again.”

That’s often a good description of our spiritual walk. We're
jostled about by the demands and worries of life; we're pushed
and shoved by the world around us and our walk becomes one
of “big steps and little 'uns.” The psalmist may have been facing
the same frustration when he prayed for God to enlarge his
steps (Psalm 18:36 KJV).

Big Steps, Little Steps is comprised of devotional readings to
encourage those steps of faith, whether “big ’uns or little ‘uns”
In these pages you'll find scriptural truths applied in a practi-
cal way to our daily walk with God. My prayer is God will use
them to enlarge your steps in your walk with Him.

Jeremiah reminds us “it is not in man who walks to direct his
steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). God has promised to guide us, whether
our steps are large or small. Both lead us forward. Both lead to Him.
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Walking with Greatness
> <
“Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and

his greatness is unsearchable.” — Psalm 145:3

M



You Can’t Exaggerate God

“There is none like you, O LORD;
you are great” — Jeremiah 10:6

y dad’s gentle but humorous way of correcting his chil-

dren when he felt we were embellishing the truth was
to say, “For the millionth time, don’t exaggerate!” We got the
message, even if he had to remind us a million times.

Did you know you can’t exaggerate God? What a wonderful
truth. The dictionary says to exaggerate is to represent some-
thing as greater than is actually the case, but God simply can’t
be represented as anything greater than He truly is.

Think of Him in the highest and most glorious way possible,
and He is higher and more glorious. Stretch your mind to its full
limit to imagine the vastness of His power, and He is even more
powerful. Try to envision the depth and breadth and height of a
love that is absolutely pure and perfect, and His love is broader
and higher and deeper still. And His holiness is not only beyond
comprehension, it is also beyond any attempt to express it.

Job describes the amazing works of God and then says,
“how small a whisper we hear of him!” (Job 26:14b). All our
thoughts about God are based on those whispers—whispers
we find in Scripture, whispers when He meets with us in
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prayer, whispers when we look at creation. Even those whis-
pers are enough to bring us to our knees in humble worship.

I love that God is beyond my wildest imagination, my pro-
foundest thoughts, and my deepest longings. He is greater, high-
er, holier, wiser, and (thankfully) more loving than my mind can
conceive. He is all I need a God for, and even if I say it a million
times, it’s still gloriously true—He simply cannot be exaggerated!

Prayer

Dear great and glorious God: How wonderful to walk with
a God who is beyond the scope of our greatest thoughts. I
love that You are so gloriously above anything we can think or
imagine. What we know about You brings us to our knees in
worship, and those are just whispers of who You are. We bow
in awe of Your greatness. Amen.
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An Endless Journey

«c

To whom will you compare me? Or who is my
equal?’ says the Holy One.” — Isaiah 40:25 (NIV)

love the vastness of God. He has no edges—no boundaries or
borders. There is no limit to Him. We can know Him (how
amazing!), but we can never know all of Him. What we know
about God—His power, His holiness, His majesty—is enough to
bring us to our knees in humble adoration and worship. But what
should bring us absolutely prostrate before Him is all that remains
mysterious and unknown. All that sets Him apart as God.
Imagine if someone came upon the Grand Canyon and de-
clared, “T have just found the Grand Canyon!” and then turned
around and went home. Think of all they would have missed.
Imagine all that was yet to be discovered. They did find the
Grand Canyon, but finding it was just the beginning of their
journey. There were still endless parts yet to be explored.
Where this illustration falls short is that, even with its vast-
ness, there is an end to the Grand Canyon, but there is no end
to God! Tozer states, “To have found God and still to pursue
Him is the soul’s paradox of love” Usually when something is
found, the search is over, but not so with the Almighty. To find
Him is just the beginning.

14
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There are aspects of God that are incomprehensible, aspects
of His nature beyond our finite ability to grasp. And that’s part
of the joy of seeking Him. There simply is no end. There’s no
point at which we've arrived and can claim full understand-
ing of God. It’s an ongoing and soul-satisfying quest. To know
God is to love and worship Him. To love and worship Him is
to long to know Him better. And on and on goes this glorious
and endless journey!

Prayer

Dear great and glorious God: Thank you for the amazing
privilege of knowing You. Job reminds us that what we know
of You now is “but the outer fringe” of Your works. One of
the joys of heaven will be spending eternity discovering more
and more of the wonders of who You are. It truly is an endless
journey. Amen.
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The Sovereign God

“The Lorp will reign forever and ever” — Exodus 15:18

We live in a very unsettled world with unrest between na-
tions and unrest within the borders of many nations.
We live with the threat of war and with missiles aimed in our
direction. Even our own country is experiencing changes that
can't help but be alarming to us as Christians.

In the midst of all of this, I find tremendous comfort and
hope in the absolute sovereignty of God. Psalm 47:8 declares
“God reigns over the nations” And I love the reminder in
Psalm 33 that “the Lorp foils the plans of the nations; he
thwarts the purposes of the peoples. But the plans of the Lorp
stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all gener-
ations” (vv. 10-11 NIV).

What a wonderful reminder during unsettled days. God is
in charge! He is the sovereign ruler over all! The world situa-
tion may be frightening, the changes we see in our own nation
may be alarming, but God’s plans will stand firm forever—the
purposes of His loving heart will remain unchanged through
all generations. We have the assurance that “for those who love
God all things work together for good” (Romans 8:28). God
isn't standing idly by. He is weaving all these threads together
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for His purposes. Nothing that happens today will alter the
end of the story God has already written.

The familiar words of Jeremiah 29:11 remind us that God’s
plans are “for welfare and not for evil, to give...a future and a
hope.” That future includes a kingdom where we will live with
Him for all eternity, where there will be no unrest without or
within. But best of all, a kingdom where He will reign in un-
disputed, absolute sovereignty forever and ever!

Prayer

Dear Father: I find great comfort in Your sovereignty. Noth-
ing is a surprise to You and nothing will thwart Your purposes
from being fulfilled. I love this truth for my own life, for our
nation, and for the world. Thank You for letting us know the
ending ahead of time. That helps. Amen.

17



The Whole God

“God said to Moses, T aAmM wHO I AM.” — Exodus 3:14

hen my granddaughter was little, she and her friend

were sitting on the floor building things out of those
chunky pre-school Lego blocks. After a few minutes of great
concentration, her friend looked at what she had made and
said proudly, “Look! I made Jesus.” Tanner, glancing at her own
Lego creation (which was considerably larger) said, “Well, I
made the whole God!” Those of us watching couldn’t help but
laugh at this innocent exchange.

I can’t help wonder if we aren't guilty of occasionally doing
the same thing. We pick up the attributes and characteristics
of God we like, or are comfortable with, stack them together
and then declare it to be “the whole God!”

But God can't be formed by us—by our own thoughts or
preferences. We can’t build Him to be how we would like Him
to be. We can't pick up His love and grace and leave out His
justice and wrath. His attributes are an amazing and perfect
blend. There is perfect unity in all He is. And whether we re-
alize it or not, we really do need a God with every one of His
characteristics. God is perfect just as He is.

The truth of the matter is we simply can’t improve on God.

18
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He is so much greater than anything we could put together.
Even our grandest and most profound thoughts couldn’t con-
struct a perfect god sufficient for all our needs. To leave out
some of His characteristics we find difficult or unsettling is
like stacking together chunky Legos and thinking we have the
whole god. The true God is made up of a perfect blend of attri-
butes that make Him worthy of our worship. Don’t build your
own God. Ask the true God to reveal all of Himself to you. He’s
better than anything you can imagine!

Prayer

Dear Holy God: The fact we don’t always understand you
is simply a reflection of our limited understanding and Your
greatness. You are perfect. We need You to be exactly as You
are. Forgive us for trying to remake You into a god we find
more comfortable and understandable. It would be to our loss
if You were anything other than the great “I Am!” Amen.
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Big Bang or Mighty God?

“He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls
forth each of them by name.” — Isaiah 40:26b NIV

Recently my husband and I were watching a news program
reporting on some new technology that reveals details of
space never before seen. These radio telescopes have been set
up on a plateau in Chile where the geography and altitude of-
fer one of the clearest views of the sky found on Earth. And
they are revealing some truly amazing things, things never
seen before even by powerful telescopes or satellites.

Aswe watched, we were awed by the display of stars. I couldn’t
help but think of the words of Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare
the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
But apparently the scientists weren't listening to the message the
sky and stars were declaring about the glory of God. In fact, they
seemed to get an entirely different message. They shared with
great pride they were closer than ever to actually finding the big
bang, the explosion that began the universe.

How sad! They were gazing at one of the most awesome
displays of God’s creative power. They were seeing details of
the universe never seen before—details displaying order and
perfection. But they preferred to find origin in chaos rather
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than in a Creator. They missed the message of the stars.

I think when we, as God’s children, look up into a starry sky
at night, we may not see all that those scientists can see. We
may not have the advantage of the latest equipment and tech-
nology, but we do have the wonder and joy and knowing what
those stars declare. There is a great and awesome Creator who
put those stars in place and knows each one by name. Even
with my limited view, I like what I see a lot better. Even to the
naked eye, the heavens really do declare the glory of our God!

Prayer

Dear awesome and mighty God: We see evidence of Your
creative power all around us whether we look up at the vast
universe or down at a tiny flower. We see Your fingerprints and
personal touch all over creation. And You saw it was good and
we agree. We bow in humble admiration at the work of Your
hands. Amen.
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Seven Wonderful Words

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh.
Is anything too hard for me?” — Jeremiah 32:27

ave you ever had a dream that left you with a very uncom-
fortable feeling, and then to make it worse, you couldn’t
remember the dream when you woke up? That happened to
a very powerful king in the Bible named Nebuchadnezzar.
Scripture tells us he was very troubled and couldn’t sleep. He
immediately called in all the wise men and magicians of the
kingdom and demanded they not only interpret his dream,
but that they tell him what the dream was—not an easy as-
signment! And, as it turned out, one they couldn’t accomplish.
This only added to the king’s frustration, and he decided

to take out his frustration by having them all killed. But then
Daniel stepped in. I love how Daniel gently points out the obvi-
ous to Nebuchadnezzar. He tells the king what he’s asked truly
is impossible. No one can do this. But then Daniel adds these
seven wonderful words to this impossible situation—“but
there is a God in heaven” (Daniel 2:28). Daniel tells King Ne-
buchadnezzar there is a God who is greater than his problem.
I love those seven words. I love the hope they bring to any
impossible situation. What about you? Are you facing some-
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thing today for which there seems to be no human solution?
Are you in the middle of circumstances for which there is no
answer no matter which way you turn? For you today, there
are these same seven wonderful words, “but there is a God in
heaven”—a God who is greater than any of your problems and
One who can still bring hope to impossible situations.

Prayer

Dear mighty God: These men were asked to do the im-
possible. We sometimes face situations that seem impossible.
There are no easy answers. There seems to be no hope. And
Daniel’s answer is still true for us today. For whatever we face,
there is still that same God in heaven. Thank You for those
seven wonderful words. Amen.
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Two Branches, One River

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God,
so that at the proper time he may exalt you.” — 1 Peter 5:6

e were traveling over a bridge the other day, and I com-

mented on the beauty of the river as we passed over it.
Much to my surprise, we immediately crossed over a second
river while on the same bridge. My husband saw my puzzled
look and explained those were two branches of the same river
and just down the road they became one.

God has been teaching me in two specific areas recently.
I thought they were two separate truths, but as I've followed
them, I've discovered they are actually two branches of the
same river as God has shown me the wonderful connection
between these two truths.

The first branch is fearing God. It is very important to real-
ize God is so far beyond us that our response must be one of
reverence and awe when we approach Him.

The other branch of the river has come through re-reading
Andrew Murray’s book on humility. He continually stresses
the importance of our nothingness so God can be all. The
book has made me long for the reality of this in my own life.
Humility is not just a posture I choose to take, but rather my
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rightful place before God and people.

As I've been responding to God’s teaching in these areas, He
has brought the two together into one great flowing stream. Hu-
mility is the only appropriate response to who God is—to His
greatness, to His overwhelming and indescribable purity and
holiness, and to His sovereign authority over all of creation. It’s
not because I'm nothing that I should display humility, but be-
cause God is everything! The joy is that humility moves me out
of the way so God can be seen in all His greatness and glory.

Prayer

Dear amazing God: I love the reality that humility is simply
taking our rightful place before Your greatness. It comes from
gazing at You, not by focusing on me. It’s not a false sense of
nothingness. It's not inferiority. It’s actually just a glorious un-
derstanding of who I am in light of who You are. Thank You
for continuing to teach me. Amen.

Ready to go deeper?

Discover the full journey to transforming
a co-existing relationship into a cherished partnership.

Get your copy of Marriage Conversations today at...

Amazon
Barnes & Noble
CrossRiver Media
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